CHAPTER  XXV THACKERAY  AS  A   PUBLIC  SPEAKER
A MOST finished lecturer, Thackeray often made a very poor appearance when tie attempted to deliver a speech to a large audience. Probably he spoke best at the Garrick Club dinners and on similar occasions, when he felt more or less at home. Certainly at all other times he was terribly self-conscious, and went through hours of agony before the dinner-hour arrived. It was long before he could speak without anxiety as to the result, though after the courses of lectures had been delivered he became more self-possessed, and in 1857 made a really fine speech at Edinburgh in defence of his loyalty. No complete list of his speeches has ever been compiled, nor is there any particular need for such a list. He was no orator, and, though he carefully prepared his speeches, he rarely delivered them as they were written. Usually he broke down after the first two or three sentences. The demand for a speech from Thackeray at such dinners and meetings as he attended did not arise until after Vanity Fair had marked him as a great man. Then he was called upon to speak at the Royal Academy banquets, at the Royal Literary Fund meetings, and at such institutions. His political speeches were strictly limited to the Oxford utterances.*
* " He " [Mr. Green] " gave me, too, the most remarkable account of canvassing Oxford with Thackerav, whose want of power of public